
	
BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Finance & General Purposes meeting of the Parish Council 
held in Chamberlin Hall
[bookmark: _GoBack] on Wednesday, 9th October, 2019 at 7.30pm



             
	 
 In attendance:

	Councillors:
	Peter Hutchings (Chairman)
Angela Chapman, Andrew Guttridge, Ashley Hubbard, Richard Lester and Virginia Tuck 


	Also Present:                          
	 David Blackburn (Clerk) 
 

	






	
C71/19/20     

	
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Leigh-Hunt and Powell.


	
C72/19/20     
	   
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS

 The following declarations of non-pecuniary interest were made:

 Chamberlin Hall Management Committee – Councillor Hutchings
 Kings Pightle Management Committee – Councillor Lester
 Parochial Church Council – Councillor Lester
 Sportsfield Management Committee – Councillors Chapman, Hutchings and Lester
 

	
C73/17/18	
	
DISPENSATIONS IN RESPECT OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS

There were none.

	
C74/19/20     


	
PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING AND PRIORITY SETTING

Councillor Leigh-Hunt had circulated a draft version of the forward plan priorities suggested by Members of the Parish Council at the workshop held on Monday, 30th September, 2019. 
The consensus was the workshop had been useful in identifying some early “wins” along with potentially, some longer term projects.

It was AGREED: That a follow-up workshop session be held (subsequently confirmed as being at the Sportsfield on Monday, 21st October, 2019 at 7.00pm) to appoint leads for the projects which would commence within the initial period of 6 months.


	
C75/19/20
	
CLERK’S REPORT 

There were no specific items of report.


	
C76/19/20
	
HR MATTERS

The Clerk reported upon the piece of work that had been undertaken by Jenny Dines, HR Consultant in respect of the Parish Council’s HR arrangements and contractual relationships with its employees.

It was AGREED: 

a. That the new contract of employment be approved and issued to staff in accordance with the recommendations of the HR adviser;
b. That the following policies and procedures be approved and adopted:

· Employee Handbook
· Health and Safety Policy
· Equality Policy
· Disciplinary Policy and Procedure
· Capability Policy and Procedure
· Grievance Policy and Procedure (including harassment and bullying)

c. That an external adviser be appointed to review the post of Clerk.


	
C77/19/20     


	
FINANCIAL REPORT   

It was AGREED: 

a. That the following payments be authorised:

	Payee
	Description
	Budget Category
	Amount
(inc. VAT)

	David Blackburn
	Clerk's Pay 
	Salaries & Expenses
	£170.52

	David Blackburn
	Expenses
	Salaries & Expenses
	£18.00

	Adrian Chinery
	Grounds Maintenance
	Salaries & Expenses
	£398.37

	Adrian Chinery
	Expenses
	Salaries & Expenses
	£108.20

	Keith Taylor
	Grounds Maintenance
	Salaries & Expenses
	£393.90

	Keith Taylor
	Expenses
	Salaries & Expenses
	£102.52

	HMRC
	PAYE (to end Sept)
	Salaries & Expenses
	£755.00

	JD HR Consulting
	HR Review
	Administrative & Legal
	£800.00

	PKF Littlejohn
	External Audit
	Audit
	£240.00

	TBF Traffic
	Road Closure
	Community Grants
	£240.00

	Andrew Guttridge
	Reimbursement for Christmas Decorations
	Community Events
	£85.97

	Ipswich PA Sound Solutions
	PA System
	Community Grants
	£1944.00



(Note: All items to be paid for from the General Fund except grants from designated reserves).

b. That the Unity Trust Bank bank mandate be updated to include the existing signatories, Councillors Andrew Guttridge and Richard Lester, and new signatories, Councillors Angela Chapman, Sarah Leigh-Hunt, Richard Powell and Virginia Tuck.








	
C78/19/20








	
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Planning Appendix A: Planning Applications Consultation

	Reference
	DC/19/04331
	

	Proposal
	Notification of Works to Trees in a Conservation Area - 1no Silver Birch – reduce crown by 35% to 40%
	

	Location
	87 High Street, Bildeston, Ipswich, Suffolk IP7 7ER
	

	Representation
	No objection
	



	Reference
	DC/19/04200

	Proposal
	Notification of Works to Trees Protected by a Preservation Order and in a
Conservation Area - BT78/T2 (Large Ash) - Fell.

	Location
	6 Chapel Street, Bildeston, Ipswich, Suffolk IP7 7EP

	Representation
	Having looked at the site, the Parish Council would like to see the precise position of the tree and its proximity to the house clarified, as a basis for deciding whether or not it would be feasible to reduce the height of the tree rather than removing the tree which is protected by a Tree Preservation Order.



Planning Appendix B: Planning Applications Decisions by Babergh District Council

	Reference
	DC/19/02333

	Proposal
	Householder Planning Application - Erection of single storey rear and two storey side extension

	Location
	26 Rotheram Road, Bildeston, Ipswich, Suffolk IP7 7TQ

	Decision
	Granted




	
C79/19/20
	
MATTERS BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL

Councillor Hubbard reported on access arrangements to the Clock Tower and undertook to purchase three new keys.

Councillor Lester indicated that the hedge at the top of the churchyard required trimming and the Clerk indicated that he would arrange this.

Councillor Hubbard reported on the possibility that Brook Stream could overflow. The action taken by a local resident to cut back there stretch of the riverbank was welcomed. Councillor Chapman referred to the booklet entitled “Our Water” which she had circulated and commented upon its registration process in respect of watercourses. Measures were required which required further investigation.

Councillor Hutchings would liaise with Wattisham over arrangements for Remembrance.

Arrangements for the Christmas tree in the Market Place were discussed and Councillor Hutchings would order the tree from the Rougham Estates and arrange delivery for the week before Christmas Carols in the Market Place.

The meeting closed at 8.40pm.


Chairman ………………………………………    Date …………………………………………





